PREFACE.

THE work which is here offered to the public is a
collection of useful instructions for a young trades-
man ; which are the more necessary, as there never
were so many bankruptcies or failures in trade as of
late.

Had I not seen, in a few years' experience, many
young tradesmen miscarry for want of the very
cautions which are here given, I should have
thought this work needless, and I am sure, had
never gone about to write it; but as the contrary is
manifest, I think the world wanted either this or
something better.

I make no doubt but there is, generally, as much
trade now, and as much gotten by trading as for-
merly. There must then be some reason why the
tradesman cannot support himself and family as
well as before. Nor need we be afraid to speak
out; the case is but too obvious. The expenses of
a family are quite different now from what they
have been; tradesmen cannot live as tradesmen in
the same class used to live; custom, and the manner